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MAIN POINT 
Following God’s law is the expression of a repentant people. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What kinds of commitment ceremonies do we witness today (for example, a 
wedding, a baptism, etc.)? What are some other areas where we commit to 
something? 

What qualities do all of these expressions of commitment have in common? 
How is committing to someone or something an act of faith? 

Note that in each of these scenarios, commitment is expressed through action—a verbal 
promise, a financial gift, etc. Moreover, many of these commitments are made in the 
presence of witnesses, and they demonstrate a promise to remain dedicated long-term. 
The commitment ceremony in Nehemiah 10 takes place in a particular context: God’s 
people have reconvened in Jerusalem after a long period of separation and exile and are 
rededicating themselves to God’s laws as a small community surrounded by foreigners. 
The cause of their exile was their inability to keep the law of God while living among 
nearby worshippers of foreign, pagan gods. Because they did not keep the law, they 
were exiled from the land. But as a reunited group, the purpose of their commitment 
leads them to a public repentance. The ancient commitment ceremony in Nehemiah 10 
has significant real-world truth for us as Christians today. 

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic. 

Read Nehemiah 9:38. 

38“Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing; on the sealed document are the 
names of our princes, our Levites, and our priests. 

Nehemiah 9:38 (ESV) 

The phrase “in view of all this” refers to the reading of the law, which took place in 
Nehemiah 8, and the national confession and prayer, found in Nehemiah 9. Both of 
these ceremonies preceded the Israelites’ commitment to the covenant. 

Why is it important to confess our sin before we recommit to following God’s 
law? 

  



The Israelites had recently repopulated Jerusalem after a long exile that was a direct 
result of their disobedience to God’s law. It was important for them to acknowledge their 
sin in the past (as described in chapter 9) before they made a vow of faithfulness for the 
future. 

Read Nehemiah 10:1-27. 

1“On the seals are the names of Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hacaliah, 
Zedekiah, 2Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4Hattush, Shebaniah, 
Malluch, 5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7Meshullam, Abijah, 
Mijamin, 8Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah; these are the priests. 9And the Levites: Jeshua the son of 
Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel; 10and their brothers, Shebaniah, Hodiah, 
Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 11Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah, 12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13Hodiah, 
Bani, Beninu. 14The chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15Bunni, 
Azgad, Bebai, 16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 18Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai, 19Hariph, 
Anathoth, Nebai, 20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22Pelatiah, 
Hanan, Anaiah, 23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25Rehum, Hashabnah, 
Maaseiah, 26Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 27Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 

Nehemiah 10:1-27 (ESV) 

Highlight the different terms used to describe the group: “the governor” (v. 1); 
“the priests” (v. 8); “the Levites” (v. 9); “their brothers” (v. 10); “the leaders of 
the people” (v. 14). What characteristics distinguish the group in this list? 
Why is it significant that this covenant was sealed by “priests,” “leaders,” 
etc.? 

Read Nehemiah 10:28-29. 

28“The rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple 
servants, and all who have separated themselves from the peoples of the lands to the Law of 
God, their wives, their sons, their daughters, all who have knowledge and understanding, 29join 
with their brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse and an oath to walk in God’s Law that 
was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of 
the Lord our Lord and his rules and his statutes.  

Nehemiah 10:28-29 (ESV) 

Note the more general descriptive terms used here; “rest of the people,” 
“wives,” “sons,” “daughters,” etc. How is this group different from the one 
listed in verses 1-27? 

Highlight the phrase “everyone who is able to understand” (v. 28). For whom 
was the covenant of God intended? Why is this significant? 

Verses 28-29 identify several ways in which the people were to demonstrate their 
commitment to God. The phrases “[separate] themselves from the surrounding peoples,” 
“obey the law of God,” “join with their noble brothers,” “commit … to follow the law of 
God,” and “carefully obey all the commands, ordinances, and statutes” are illustrative of 
the Israelites’ wholehearted devotion to the Lord. 



Why was it important for the Israelites to separate themselves from the 
surrounding people? 

Why do you think the command to “separate” is so closely tied to the 
commands to “commit and obey”? 

For the Israelites, resisting the temptation to fall into the behavior of surrounding people 
groups was a precondition for their obedience and a sign of their commitment. God was 
not calling His people to be isolated but rather to be set apart in their character and 
actions. Note that Jesus taught a similar message when He ordered Christians to be 
“salt” and “light” in the world, a city on a hill, and a beacon that directs others toward 
God (Matt. 5:13-16). 

Read Nehemiah 10:30-33. 

30We will not give our daughters to the peoples of the land or take their daughters for our 
sons. 31And if the peoples of the land bring in goods or any grain on the Sabbath day to sell, we 
will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. And we will forego the crops of 
the seventh year and the exaction of every debt. 32“We also take on ourselves the obligation to 
give yearly a third part of a shekel for the service of the house of our God: 33for the 
showbread, the regular grain offering, the regular burnt offering, the Sabbaths, the new moons, 
the appointed feasts, the holy things, and the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and 
for all the work of the house of our God.  

Nehemiah 10:30-33 (ESV) 

Identify the commands in verses 30-33. In what ways are these directives a 
means of “separating” the Israelites from the surrounding people groups? 

In what ways would these actions demonstrate the Israelites’ commitment 
to God? 

Verses 31-33 provide ordinances regarding the ceasing of business and/or 
trade on the Sabbath and the financial supporting of the church. How do 
these ordinances reflect spiritual disciplines that we still practice today? List 
some of these practices. Why are they important? 

  



Read Nehemiah 10:34-39. 

34We, the priests, the Levites, and the people, have likewise cast lots for the wood offering, to 
bring it into the house of our God, according to our fathers’ houses, at times appointed, year by 
year, to burn on the altar of the Lord our God, as it is written in the Law. 35We obligate 
ourselves to bring the firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of every tree, year by 
year, to the house of the Lord; 36also to bring to the house of our God, to the priests who minister 
in the house of our God, the firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, as it is written in the Law, and 
the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks; 37and to bring the first of our dough, and our 
contributions, the fruit of every tree, the wine and the oil, to the priests, to the chambers of the 
house of our God; and to bring to the Levites the tithes from our ground, for it is the Levites who 
collect the tithes in all our towns where we labor. 38And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with 
the Levites when the Levites receive the tithes. And the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the 
tithes to the house of our God, to the chambers of the storehouse. 39For the people of Israel and 
the sons of Levi shall bring the contribution of grain, wine, and oil to the chambers, where the 
vessels of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, and the gatekeepers and the 
singers. We will not neglect the house of our God.” 

Nehemiah 10:34-39 (ESV) 

What were the Israelites called to give back to the Lord? 

What does it mean to give our “first” and our “best” to God? Give examples. 

Note that the Israelites were also called to detailed service in support of the 
church. This ordinance ends with the convicting phrase, “We will not neglect 
the house of our God.” How is supporting the church a means of expressing 
our commitment to God? 

Just like the Israelites, we are called to demonstrate our commitment to God through 
specific practices of spiritual discipline, and many of these acts might indeed set us 
apart from others. Though as Christians we saved by grace and not by our works (Eph. 
2:8-9), Jesus commanded us to live in obedience to the law as a witness to His 
redemptive power in our lives (see Matt. 5:17-20; 2 Cor. 3:1-6). 

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives. 

Following God’s law is the expression of a repentant people. In what areas of 
your life do you need to demonstrate your repentance with better 
obedience? What action can you take this week to be more obedient in one 
of those areas? 

What do we have to give to God that is our “first” and “best”? Think bigger 
than just financial means. 

PRAYER 
Thank God for His forgiveness. Ask Him to strengthen your group in their resolve to follow 
His laws. Pray that your group will find ways to be salt and light this week, 
demonstrating Christ’s love to those around them. 


