
MAIN IMAGE: Omar Peñaloza 
(center), president of the Baptist 
Convention of Panama, prays 
with IMB missionaries Sean 
Blacksten (right) and Kenny Morris. 
Peñaloza shared what church 
life was like before and during 
the pandemic. His church 
used to host camps but has 
not been able to recently. As 
restrictions lift, Peñaloza and 
church members can meet in a 
covered, open-air building.

SECONDARY IMAGE: IMB 
missionary Tim Louderback, 
(center) and his national partner, 
Daniel Tejada, (left, orange shirt) 
stand with students from the 
University of Panama. 
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Tim and Tina Louderback and Sean and Shelley 
Blacksten are passionate about equipping and 
connecting churches with opportunities to 
serve in Central America and the Caribbean. 
The Louderbacks and the Blackstens serve 
with the International Mission Board in 
Panama, and the Louderbacks lead the 
Americas Connect program. 

Americas Connect was established to provide 
entry-level ministry opportunities for Southern 
Baptist churches interested in strategically 
coming alongside the IMB. 

Panama was the pioneer country for Americas 
Connect and trips were later extended to 
Guatemala, Costa Rica and Brazil. 

Church members participate in five to six weeks 
of training online before their trip. 

Tina says the training for teams coming to 
Panama is modular and covers basic missiology 
and country-specific training. Once teams arrive, 
they receive training related to the missionary 
task and their specific ministry assignment.

Sean says they have been personally encouraged 
by the teams, “especially by individuals that are a 
part of their church’s first foreign trip.”

“It takes courage and obedience to be 
the leading edge for a church that hasn’t 
been involved in person on the mission 
ƃĠħğ�įĪ�įģĤĮ�īĪĤĩį�Ū�ĔĠĜĩ�ĞĪĩįĤĩİĠĮ� 

Churches  
connect with  
missionary task



MAIN IMAGE: Shelley Blacksten, an IMB 
missionary to Panama, laughs as she talks  
with Icilda de Henry, president of La Unión 
Femenil Bautista Misionera Helen Stuart.  
The Baptist Convention of Panama’s  
Woman’s Missionary Union has actively 
ministered in Panama for decades.

pray
Pray for inroads for Indigenous believers 
who are reaching the lost.

Pray churches who participated in 
Americas Connect will continue to pursue 
opportunities to serve. 

Pray the Lord  
will facilitate more church connections.

Our prayer is that they will be the first among many who come 
to work alongside us and that some would choose to build on 
their experience in Central America and pray about an even more 
remote or less reached place the next time around,” Sean says.

One volunteer group came alongside an Indigenous team that 
ministers among an unreached people group. The church served by 
prayer walking, sharing the gospel and providing English practice for 
the Indigenous Christians who support themselves with an eco-jungle 
tourism business. 

The Louderbacks encourage churches to put what they learn on 
the mission field into practice when they return to the U.S. 

ũĕģĠĴŧĭĠ�ĝĠĤĩĢ�įĭĜĤĩĠğ�İī�Ĥĩ�ĜğıĜĩĞĠ��ĕģĠĴŧĭĠ�
putting the missionary task in place while they’re 
Īĩ�įģĠ�ĢĭĪİĩğ��ĕģĠĴŧĭĠ�ğĠĝĭĤĠƃĩĢ��Ĝĩğ�įģĠĴŧĭĠ�
leaving with a vision to go and serve back home or 
ĲģĠĭĠıĠĭ�ĈĪğ�ħĠĜğĮ�įģĠĨ�Ĥĩ�įģĠ�ĭĠĮį�Īġ�įģĠ�ĲĪĭħğ�Ū�
ĕĤĨ�ĮĜĴĮ��

Some churches, after returning from their trip, have started 
participating in or hosting an English as a Second Language 
course to reach out to their communities. 

The Louderbacks encourage churches that have participated  
in Americas Connect to adopt an unengaged, unreached  
people group.

Emmanuel Baptist Church in Weatherford, Texas, is one of the 
churches that has committed to a people group adoption. The 
church came on an Americas Connect trip to Panama in 2019. 

Michael Bizzell, pastor of admissions and missions at Emmanuel, 
said the desire to get involved on a greater level led to the 
formalization of a partnership with the Bolivian Baptist 
Convention to minister among an unreached people group. 

After the Americas Connect trip, the Lord called a couple 
from the church to serve with the IMB as  
career missionaries. 



MAIN IMAGE: History blends  
with the modern world in Northern 
Africa and Middle East and God is 
at work among its people.. 

SECONDARY IMAGE: 1 in 57 
people living in Northern Africa and 
the Middle East live as refugees.
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The mission strategy of Henderson Hills 
Baptist Church in Oklahoma was forever 
changed when their missions pastor read a 
statistic: “5% of missions work is done in North 
Africa and Middle East.” After reading this 
startling fact, Mike knew the Lord was calling 
him to lead his church in reversing the statistic 
in their own mission strategy. 

“As I read that statistic, it just hit me,” 
Mike says. “I looked at the missions 
team at [our church] and realized we 
weren’t even doing 5% of our missions 
work among NAME peoples. I knew  
that had to change.” 

Otis Neumann*, a missionary with IMB’s 
Northern African and Middle Eastern  
A!nity, appreciates the advocacy of  
Mike and his church.  

“His vision has inspired others, including 
Hispanic churches and the Oklahoma Baptist 
Convention, to make NAME peoples a priority 
for prayer and missions work,” Otis says.

For two years Mike and the missions team 
prayed about a specific, unreached people 
group. Along with a team from their church, 
Mike and his wife traveled to Europe in 2012. 
They met an IMB missionary who gave them 
a glimpse into how God was at work among 
NAME peoples there.

Missionaries  
ĲĠħĞĪĨĠ�ĠƁĪĭįĮ�įĪ�
push back darkness 



MAIN IMAGE: South Asia has the greatest 
concentration of lostness in the world. The need 
for more Christian workers is great. 

pray
Pray for Hispanics and Latinos as  
they serve in hard-to-reach regions  
of South Asia.

Pray for the Meyers and other IMB 
missionaries as they serve in areas in  
great need of the gospel.

Pray for more Hispanics and Latinos  
to answer the call to serve.

As the Meyers have gone to some of the least-reached 
areas of South Asia, they’ve ministered alongside and 
trained Hispanic and Latino Christians who are committed 
to seeing the gospel reach regions it has never been before. 

Skip says it is a joy to see them being obedient to God’s 
call to share the good news in South Asia. The Meyers are 
strong advocates of the mobilization of churches from 
Spanish-speaking cultures. 

The Meyers frequently host training events for Hispanic 
volunteers and long and short-term workers. Skip says that 
leading them to become faithful and effective long-term 
missionaries is a goal.

Skip and Kim said the impetus for their partnership and 
mobilization of Hispanics and Latinos came through a 
connection with Hispanic Southern Baptists from Chicago 
who came on multiple short-term trips. The Lord also 
facilitated a connection with a short-term team from 
South America who traveled to South Asia to serve around 
the same time. 

“These short-term teams resulted in long-term 
teammates who are still with our region today,”  
Skip says. 

Antonio Morales* joined one of the volunteer teams from 
Chicago and stayed several weeks longer before returning 
to the U.S.

“This was pivotal in his decision to follow the Lord to 
South Asia. He went back, convinced his wife Ana*, and 
the rest is history,” Skip says. Antonio and Ana are now 
strategy leaders with the IMB.



MAIN IMAGE: Sebastian and 
Alicia Calderón* bow their heads 
in prayer with South Asians. The 
Central American couple minister 
alongside IMB workers.  

SECONDARY IMAGE: Skip and 
Kim Meyer* walk with their family 
to research ways to gain entry to 
a remote area for ministry among 
the South Asians.

*names changed for security 
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IMB workers Skip and Kim Meyer* have spent 
their lives on two very di!erent mission fields  
but with the same purpose: giving hope to 
people who need it and equipping others to  
do the same.

The Meyers moved to South Asia in 2004  
with the desire to plant their lives in an area  
with a great need for the gospel. Their lives  
on the mission field started, however, in South 
America where they grew up as friends—each 
the child of missionaries. After they married,  
they knew continued service in international 
missions was their calling.

“We considered ourselves willing to 
go to hard places where many others 
might not want to go,” Kim said. “God 
ĞĪĩƃĭĨĠğ�Ĥĩ�ħĤįįħĠ�ĲĜĴĮ�ģĠĭĠ�Ĝĩğ�įģĠĭĠ�
that South Asia was where He wanted 
us. It has the greatest concentration 
of lostness on the planet and it’s our 
privilege to serve here.”

The region’s 1.7 billion people occupy an  
area less than half the size of the U.S. God  
is using Skip and Kim’s knowledge of the 
Spanish language and Latino culture to 
mobilize Hispanics and Latinos to serve 
countries in South Asia that have a  
desperate need for the gospel. 

Couple equips  
Hispanics and  
Latinos in South Asia



MAIN IMAGE: Professions unique to Northern 
Africa and the Middle East include camel herder, 
co!ee grower, olive cultivator and falconer.

pray
Pray that God will call out more churches 
to join the work to reach NAME peoples 
with the gospel.

Pray for more long-term missionaries in 
the fields among the unreached.

 

Pray that the light of Christ would break 
the barriers that keep many from hearing 
the gospel.

Otis says that coming to Europe first to connect with 
immigrants from NAME is a good way for churches to 
develop a love for the people and make them a priority in 
their mission vision.

“Europe is a modern crossroads of people from Northern 
Africa and the Middle East,” he explains. 

“From Europe, SBC churches have the unique 
opportunity to partner with IMB and share the 
gospel with people who come from some of the  
ĨĪĮį�ğĤƊĞİħį�įĪ�ĜĞĞĠĮĮ�īħĜĞĠĮ�Ĥĩ�įģĠ�ĲĪĭħğ�Ū

Two years after their trip to Europe, Mike and his missions 
team made their first trip into Northern Africa. Since that  
first trip, the church has sent multiple mission teams every 
year. They focus on building relationships, prayer walking  
and meeting community needs. 

In February 2020, the church sent a missionary couple from 
their church to Northern Africa to serve with the IMB. Even 
during the height of the pandemic when travel was restricted, 
the church looked for ways to support the work overseas 
through prayer and encouragement.

Otis and other missionaries pray for more churches to be 
bold in their mission e"orts. 

“When churches partner with IMB, we can do more together–
and there is so much left to do in Northern Africa and the 
Middle East,” Otis says. 

“Today, there are many people groups living 
in places where we cannot yet directly engage 
them with the gospel, but through prayer, we can 
press forward into new places and push back the 
darkness as the light of the gospel is proclaimed  
to every people group of NAME.”



MAIN IMAGE: Mrs. Lombena 
discusses a Bible story with a Kabiyé 
man using the orality methods she 
learned at the Baptist Bible Institute 
of Togo. After sharing the story, 
they had a lively discussion about 
its truth and implications in his life.  

SECONDARY IMAGE: IMB 
missionary Katee Sheppard*

*names changed for security 
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Mrs. Lombena transitions with ease from the 
standard West African greetings into the story 
of Jesus and the woman caught in adultery. 
The Togolese man listening to the story is 
quickly attentive to her vivid storytelling. What 
follows is a lively discussion about the truths and 
implications of the Bible story she had crafted 
into his native tongue. 

With sincerity on his face, he asks her to pray for 
him in the name of Jesus, the One who came not 
to condemn but to save. Rev. Essodina Ayewa, 
her trainer who has been watching from the side, 
steps up to lay hands on the man as they pray.

“When you tell a story from the Word of God, 
it’s powerful! It a!ects someone. He listens, he is 
penetrated,” says Ayewa.

Lombena, along with nearly 40 other students, 
has recently graduated from a three-year 
program at the Baptist Bible Institute of Togo 
(IBBT). For the first time, their curriculum 
includes training in orality methods—one 
component of which is the art of crafting and 
sharing biblical stories with people who prefer 
oral communication methods over written ones.

“We hear about the joy that animates the 
people who listen to the Bible stories all the 
time,” reports IBBT director Rev. Dombe 
Tchalaré. This has led him to require that all 
students receive the training, and he envisions 
creating a dedicated “School of Orality” within 
the Bible institute.

West Africans  
take lead in sharing  
Bible stories



pray
Pray for the African orality trainers as 
they continue to organize and teach 
others how to e!ectively use Bible 
storying to share and teach God’s Word.

Pray that the graduates of IBBT will put 
into practice the orality skills they have 
acquired when they return to their towns 
and villages.

Pray for the unreached people groups of 
Sub-Saharan Africa, asking God to confirm in 
their hearts the truth of the stories they hear.

Ayewa highlights how the orality training has been an  
important complement to their classic theological education. 

“It gives them practical knowledge: how they 
can preach, do evangelism, counsel and address 
doctrinal issues” using stories from the Bible.

The orality education is also unique as the first training 
in Togo being led entirely by African believers who were 
originally trained by IMB missionaries.

IMB missionary Katee Sheppard*, alongside a team of 
nationals in five countries, has been e!ectively using  
Bible storying for over a decade in a ministry to truck  
drivers. She says the drivers are normally closed to  
gospel conversations, but they love the stories. 

“They ask questions about the stories and God  
opens doors to tell them Bible stories that lead  
many to Christ,” Katee says.

Katee’s team understood the value of training more people 
and, to date, IMB missionaries have equipped more than 
25 national orality trainers across several African countries. 
Together they have led orality workshops and seminars for 
thousands of believers representing dozens of languages.

Evangelist Seni Zoungrana is one of the trainers who 
leads orality workshops. He discusses both the joy and 
responsibility given by Revelation 7:9. 

“That day we’re going to sing the same song in our 
ğĤƁĠĭĠĩį�ħĜĩĢİĜĢĠĮ��ĊĨĜĢĤĩĠ�įģĠ�ĨĠħĪğĴ�Ĥį�ĲĤħħ�ĢĤıĠ	Ū�

MAIN IMAGE: Master orality trainer and 
evangelist Seni Zougrana tells the story of the 
crossing of the Red Sea to pastors and students 
during a StoryTogether workshop, a strategic 
IMB orality project. The training program 
equips students to evangelize and disciple oral 
preference peoples using stories crafted and 
told from the Scriptures. 



MAIN IMAGE: Like many people 
around the world, Turkmen 
struggled to make a living during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Turkmen 
who work abroad as migrant 
laborers lost income which 
normally goes to help relatives in 
Turkmenistan. 

SECONDARY IMAGE: Family 
relationships in Turkmenistan are 
often fractured when parents 
leave their children in the care of 
relatives in order to move abroad 
as migrant laborers. Many Turkmen 
have moved to places like Turkey 
and Russia in order to find work. 

*names changed for security 
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Critically broken. These words describing the lives 
of Turkmen families are heavy with the weight of 
millions of hard choices. 

Life in Turkmenistan, one of the most 
repressive countries in the world according 
to those in the region, causes many Turkmen 
to look for an escape route. Political and 
social stressors play a role, but a lack of basic 
necessities is the driving force.

“Life has been very di!cult in Turkmenistan,” says 
Lara Bingham*, an IMB worker in Central Asia. 
“They’ve not had access to regular products, like 
flour and sugar. They’re standing in long lines 
each day just to get eggs.”

Feeling they have no options, mothers make the 
choice to leave babies with family members to 
find work in Turkey. Men move to Moscow as 
migrant laborers despite low wages and harsh 
treatment. Husbands, wives, brothers, sisters, 
children—Turkmen families are fractured and 
spun out across a continent to survive.

“There seems to be a desperation among the 
people. They can’t make ends meet within the 
country, so they go out,” explains Anthony 
Bingham*, Lara’s husband. 

Turkmen search  
for security, hope 



pray
Pray that the desperation the Turkmen 
feel would make their hearts soft toward 
the good news of Jesus.

Pray that God will heal the deep wounds 
in believing families and use them to build 
His church.

Pray that God will turn the hearts of 
Turkmenistan’s leaders toward the needs 
of the people and that they will rule with 
wisdom, justice and mercy.

In Turkey alone, an estimated 1-2 million Turkmen people are 
working as migrants. The total Turkmen population within 
Turkmenistan is only about 4.5 million, so the large number  
of people leaving reflects the desperation families feel.

Sometimes that restlessness opens their hearts to answers 
beyond money. Some who move abroad are able to hear the 
gospel for the first time. 

“God is doing things; people are coming to faith,” 
Anthony says. “But coming to faith means you are 
signing up for a rougher life.”

Persecution is rampant in Turkmenistan, where Islam is the 
majority religion and religious liberties are not protected. When 
people identify themselves as believers in Jesus, they risk losing 
their jobs. Their families often reject them, and police beatings 
and false accusations are common.

“Combine that with the already dysfunctional relational aspects 
of life, and believers really have a hard time,” Anthony says.

Despite this reality, some believers have returned to 
Turkmenistan “even though they feared it was a death 
sentence,” Lara says. Others are making plans to return. Lara 
sees this as a hopeful step for families stretched and broken in 
the quest for financial security. 

“Most of these Turkmen leave their children, even 
their babies, in Turkmenistan, with lost family…. 
It is a critically broken process within the church, 
because these women still feel like that’s what they 
should do.”

Lara describes one couple who have put their faith in Jesus. 
They haven’t seen their son for years and they are realizing they 
need to go back and raise him in the faith. 

“It’s a promising perspective for this one family. And it seems 
at least two other families are thinking along those same lines. 
It’s a systemic problem, but this newer generation might turn it 
around,” she says.

MAIN IMAGE: Turkmenistan became an 
independent country after the fall of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. In reestablishing their unique 
identity, Turkmen welcomed a new flag that 
reflects their history of carpet making and 
Islamic tradition. 



MAIN IMAGE: Two mothers 
and their children pause for a 
photo. Many families are hearing 
the gospel for the first time in a 
Southeast Asian village where IMB 
workers are sharing the gospel.

SECONDARY IMAGE: An elderly 
woman watches her grandson in 
a village in Southeast Asia. A local 
believer named “Momma” boldly 
shares the gospel in villages like this 
one, and many have committed 
their lives to Christ.  

*names changed for security 
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Stephen and Erin Spencer* minister in a region 
of Southeast Asia where tribal warfare is 
ongoing, civil unrest is on the rise and foreigners 
are blacklisted from entering certain regions. 
However, the good news is entering homes and 
hearts. One of these hearts is a woman who goes 
by the name “Momma.”

Momma has seen miraculous answers to 
prayer—a pig raised from the dead, rashes 
disappeared, and a woman healed from paralysis. 
The Spencers say prayer transformed Momma’s 
village, and answered prayers are leading many  
to Christ.

When Momma heard Bible stories, she told her 
family, “There might be something to this Living 
God they’re talking about.”

One day Momma’s daughter came with the 
disastrous news that their pig had died. In this 
area, a pig can be sold for the equivalent of two 
or three months of income. “Is there anything 
this ‘Living God’ can do?” her daughter asked.

“Momma marched down to the pigpen where 
this crowd had gathered from the village and 
didn’t know what else to do,” Stephen explains. 
“She just crawled into the pigpen and got down 
on her knees and said, ‘God, if You’re real, then 
show these people that You’re real.’ And while 
she was praying, the dead pig stood up.”

Momma believed and was baptized the next day. 

Erin said one miracle after another keeps 
happening. 

Prayer and  
miracles transform



MAIN IMAGE: A woman in Southeast Asia sells 
freshly caught fish. Many people in this region 
stay busy with work and don’t have time to talk 
with Christians, but COVID-19 slowed down the 
pace of life and people now have time to listen 
and engage in gospel conversations.

pray
Pray with Momma that the Lord will 
continue to move in people’s hearts.

Pray for the Spencers and for other IMB 
missionaries in Southeast Asia who are 
ministering in places of civil unrest.

Pray for courage for the new believers.

When the Spencers visit Momma, they say, “So, tell me what  
He did this week.”

A woman in Momma’s village became immobilized and was 
bedridden in severe pain for four months. Village members 
began placing bets on what day she would die. 

“I know you can pray, and God does things. Will you pray for my 
wife to die? Because she’s just in agony,” the woman’s husband 
asked Momma.

Momma asked him if she could pray and ask God to heal 
her. Mama shared the gospel and prayed for the woman. Ten 
minutes later, the woman was sitting upright in a chair. The next 
day, the woman walked out of her house to greet Stephen and 
Erin. She committed her life to Christ. 

“It was a testimony of the power of God because 
everybody in the village knew what condition she  
was in,” Erin says.

Though God opened hearts, many remained skeptics.

“It’s hard sometimes being the only one out here, and everybody 
thinks you’re crazy, and there isn’t anyone who understands and 
can relate to me. Sometimes I get discouraged,” Momma told 
the Spencers.

When Momma heard hundreds of Christians in Stephen and 
Erin’s partner churches were praying for her, her eyes lit up in 
appreciation and wonder. 

“Now I know that I will never be alone,” she said. 

Momma has faithfully shared the gospel during the pandemic, 
and over 11 people have committed their lives to Christ.



MAIN IMAGE: One in five people 
in the world are from East Asia. 
There are currently 1.7 billion 
people living in East Asia.

SECONDARY IMAGE: The 
primary religions in Taiwan are 
Buddhism, Daosim, Shintoism, 
Islam, Folk and Christianity.

*names changed for security 
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When IMB missionary Jeremiah Farmer*  
moved to Taiwan, he recognized a need in  
the churches—no one was being sent out  
as missionaries.

According to Jeremiah, in the year 2019, less 
than seven Taiwanese in the entire world were 
serving on the mission field. While many of the 
Taiwanese churches are healthy and have a 
strong faith history, only a few churches are large 
enough to support and send their own members 
to serve on the mission field. They also have 
preconceived ideas about career missions.

 “[Churches] thought, ‘If one of our church 
members wants to be a missionary, they can 
just go with a foreign organization and do that,” 
Jeremiah says.

Jeremiah and other IMB missionaries focused 
on training Taiwanese believers—encouraging 
and equipping them to send. With Taiwanese 
pastors who had the same vision and heart to 
see believers sent to share the gospel away from 
Taiwan, they laid the groundwork for a Taiwanese 
mission sending agency.

While the IMB did help fund some aspects of  
the agency, the goal was a self-sustaining  
missions organization.

“We were really careful to not make 
it ‘our thing,’” Jeremiah explains. 
“We wanted to make sure the sending 
agency was locally owned. The goal has 
always been for local ownership, local 
sustainability, local mass sending.”

Taiwanese believers 
commit to global  
spread of gospel



pray
Pray for HIM to continue to prosper and 
send out more Taiwanese missionaries 
with each passing year.

Pray for Taiwanese missionaries who have 
already been sent out; pray God would 
bless their ministry.

Pray for IMB missionaries and Taiwanese 
Baptist partnerships to continue to grow 
for the sake of the gospel.

Jeremiah and Taiwanese pastors worked with IMB 
missionaries Fred Hillman*, a logistics coordinator, and 
Steve Remington*, a key partner to Taiwanese Baptist 
Convention leaders.

After six months of preparation, Huayu International 
Missions (HIM) opened in February 2020, right before the 
restrictions of COVID-19. However, those who had joined the 
agency and were ready to be sent in 2020 did not falter in 
their commitment to go. HIM’s process of sending is much 
like the IMB’s process of preparing missionaries to send; the 
Taiwanese missionaries are vetted, interviewed and  
trained beforehand.

In 2020, HIM was able to send five Taiwanese missionaries 
to areas of the world where IMB missionaries were already 
located so the Taiwanese missionaries could receive 
encouragement and training.

This year, nine more Taiwanese missionaries are being sent. 
Those being sent are young and old, married and single, male 
and female. One woman sent in 2019 moved to the Northern 
Africa and Middle Eastern region. Luna, a single woman in 
her 30s is learning Arabic and has already been building 
relationships with those she meets in the city and markets.

Jeremiah sees the mission legacy continue through his 
Taiwanese brothers and sisters.

“The IMB sent our earliest missionaries to East 
ĂĮĤĜ��Ĝ�ĨĤĮĮĤĪĩ�ƃĠħğ��Ĝĩğ�ĩĪĲ��"(&�ĴĠĜĭĮ�ħĜįĠĭ��
they are beginning to be ‘sent’ along with us to 
ĪįģĠĭ�ĨĤĮĮĤĪĩ�ƃĠħğĮ�Ū

MAIN IMAGE: During their two-month training 
at Huayu International Missions (HIM), future 
Taiwanese missionaries participated in the 
ministries of eight di!erent churches in Taiwan. 
This training structure was modeled after the 
IMB’s training model for future missionaries.



MAIN IMAGE: Children at the 
Tlu!na English camp learn praise 
songs and hear the gospel during 
their week at camp. 

SECONDARY IMAGE: IMB worker 
Larry Lewis baptizes new believer 
Christian Dajbog. This 19-year-old 
first heard the gospel at an English 
camp outside of Prague when he 
was 12 years old. He committed his 
life to Christ summer of 2020. 

When Larry and Melissa Lewis and their family 
moved to Czechia in 2009 as IMB church 
planters, they knew they had a tough job ahead. 
Only 29% of the population acknowledges the 
existence of a god and less than 1% choose to 
follow Jesus. In fact, Czechia is well known for 
being the most irreligious country in Europe. 

But trusting God’s call, the Lewises came and 
began a Bible study in their home in the Eastern 
Czech city of Plze". That Bible study outgrew 
their home, so they moved to a local community 
center. On the first Sunday in their new location, 
Daniel came. Daniel had been a pastor before but 
was new to the city and unsure how God wanted 
him to plug in. He heard about the Lewises’ work 
and was curious to meet them.

“He was a pastor with a beautiful 
pastor’s heart without a church, and 
we were a beginning church without 
a pastor,” Melissa says. “It was 
ğĠƃĩĤįĠħĴ�ĈĪğ�Ū�

That Bible study turned into what is today 
Mozaika, a vibrant Czech-speaking church that 
is planting other churches.  

As Mozaika emerged, God began multiplying 
the church. As members transitioned through 
life and moved away, the church didn’t say 
goodbye, but instead they sent them out and 
helped them begin Bible studies and churches 
in their new homes. 

Churches grow and 
multiply in Czechia 

WEEK OF 
PR AYER

Day 8 



MAIN IMAGE: Petr and V!ra Burian began their 
journey with the Lord at Mozaika church many 
years ago. Now they have started a church in 
their new home of Tlu"na, Czechia.

pray
Pray for the Lewises and Daniel as they lead 
Mozaika and for the leaders of other new 
churches beginning in surrounding cities.

Pray for the Bible training center for 
pastors and for the ten men who are 
training for future ministry. 

Pray for two new IMB families coming  
to join the work in Czechia this year.

For instance, V#ra was a teen when she was baptized. A few 
years later she married and started her family in a smaller 
city. Daniel and the Lewises helped her and her husband 
start a work there. This little group has grown even through 
COVID-19 shutdowns, and a new IMB worker is appointed 
to join them by the end of the year to help with their 
burgeoning fellowship. 

ũĘĠ�ģĜıĠĩŧį�ģĜğ�įĪ�ĥİĮį�īĤĞĦ�Ĝ�ĩĠĲ�īħĜĞĠ��ĈĪğ�ģĜĮ�
really picked the places, and we’re just following,” 
says Larry.

This has happened five times in the last 10 years, and each 
time Daniel walks alongside those leaving and takes laypeople 
with him to help build up the new work. The result has been 
life changing. Mozaika members have caught this vision and 
are eager to see what God has next for them.

“They’re always saying, ‘What’s next? What can I 
do? I want to help.’  That’s just a beautiful thing,” 
Melissa comments. 

So, what’s next for Mozaika? 

Larry and Daniel have begun a Bible training center for 
pastors, and they have ten church members going through 
the program. These members will be prepared to pastor in 
the next few years. They are praying for ten new places to 
start churches. 


